6  SELECTIONS FROM FROl'DE'S SHOUT STUDIES.
either lounging on the benches or talking in eager and excited
groups. As Becket appeared among them, fierce voices were
heard crying ''Traitor! traitor! Stop the traitor!" Among
the loudest were Count Hamelin, the king's illegitimate
brother, and Sir Banulf de Broe, one of the Canterbury knights. 5
Like a bold animal at bay, Becket turned sharply on these
two. He called Count Hamelin a bastard boy. He reminded
De Broc of some near kinsman of his who had been hanged.
The cries rose into a roar; sticks and knots of straw were
flung at him. Another rash word, and he might have been 10
torn In pieces. Some high official hearing the noise came in
and conducted him safely to the door.
In the quadrangle he found his servants waiting with his
palfrey; the great gate was locked, but the key was hanging
on the wall; one of them took it and opened the gate, the 15
porters looking on, but not interfering. Once outside he was
received with a cheer of delight from the crowd, and with a
mob of people about him he made his way back to the
monastery. The king had not intended to arrest him, but
he could not know this, and he was undoubtedly in danger 20
from one or another of the angry men with whom the town
was crowded. He prepared for immediate flight. A bed was
made for him in the chapel behind the altar. After a hasty
supper with a party of beggars whom he had introduced into
the house, he lay down for a few hours of rest. At two in 25
the morning, in a storm of wind and rain, he stole away dis-
guised with two of the brethren. He reached Lincoln soon
after daybreak, and from Lincoln, going by cross-paths, and
slipping from hiding-place to hiding-place, he made his way
in a fortnight to a farm of his own at Eastry, near Sandwich. 30
He was not pursued. It was no sooner known that he was
gone from Northampton than a proclamation was sent
through the country forbidding every man under pain of death
fco meddle with him or to touch his property. The king had
determined to allow the appeal, and once more to place the 35